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COLLEGE PAPERS 

The following papers from a mass of documents preserved at the 
College are worthy of publication. They throw light especially upon the 
right of election and the Honor System which prevailed. 



Statute Regulating Admission of Students 

At a convocation of the Visitors and Governors of William 
and Mary College held at the Council Chamber within the said 
College the 6 th day of August 1788. 



A Statute Concerning the Higher Schools 

No person shall be hereafter received as a Student who will 
not conform to a course of regular Study, to be prescribed by the 
President and Professors ; those being always excepted, who may 
have attained the age of twenty-one years and wish to study law, 
or who shall appear after due examination before the President 
and Professors, to have made the necessary preparatory acquire- 
ments of science elsewhere. Public examinations shall be an- 
nually holden ; and notice thereof shall be given in the 

And whereas those, who are generally admitted into 
the higher Schools, are from their years entitled to a certain 
degree of confidence in their discretion, and the ordinary strict- 
ness of schools may with respect to them be in some measure 
relaxed, but it is notwithstanding indispensably necessary that 
due discipline be maintained, It is recommended to the President 
and Professors to institute such Rules and Order for the Gov- 
ernment, discipline and instruction of the Students, as to them 
may seem expedient, and to enforce the same under proper 
penalties. 
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Roll of the Professor of Humanity March o/th, 181 2* 

Department of Humanity 

Junius Hosburg William Peachy 

John Dandridge 

Thomas, Cicero, Greek Testament 

Howard Sheild Thomas Newcombe 

Machen Seawell John Semple 

John Coke James Semple 

Richard Coke John Page 

Ovid, Sallust, Corn. Nepos 

John Plunkett Lloyd Briggs 

John Royle 

Phaedrus Fables Erasmus 

John Peachy Randolph Corbin 

Francis Travis Peter Randolph 

William Christian Fountaine Briggs 

Robt Richardson Llewwellyn Griffin 



Latin Grammar 



List of Students for 1814-15 

W. D. Claiborne 
Ja s Christian 
Ja s Semple 
John Page 
W m H. French 
John Dandridge 
J. K. Horsburg 
John Semple 
Robert Richardson 
Cary S. Jones 



* The master of the grammar school was often called Professor of 
Humanity. The roll above is that of the grammar school. 
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Richard Coke 
Powhatan Robertson 
H. H. Sheild 
Eleazor Block 
W. H. Waller 
H. P. Van Bibber 
John Minge 
C. H. Minge 
A. L. Dabney 
Mann Page 
Edward Cocke 21 

Printed Address of the Board of Visitors 

At a convocation of the Visitors and Governors of the College 
of William & Mary held on the 4th day of July, 181 5. 
On motion — RESOLVED, That the following Address of the 
Visitors and Governors of this College be recorded and published. 

Robert G. Scott, Rector. 

Leonard Henley, Clerk. 



The public were formerly notified of the changes which were 
deemed necessary in this Institution — and the Visitors are now 
happy to inform their Fellow-Citizens, that the effects which 
were then anticipated, have been amply realized. 

By the establishment of a chemical chair, and the purchase 
of an adequate apparatus, by prolonging the period of instruction 
to three years, and by re-modelling the Moral and Political 
courses, so as the better to adapt them to the present improved 
state of these sciences, new and important sources of knowledge 
have been opened. But the introduction of a strict system is the 
great and essential improvement which has been accomplished 
in the College; so effectually has this been done, so completely 
have order and decorum been established, that no similar Institu- 
tion on the Continent, can, it is believed, boast of pupils more 
exempt from the ordinary vices and follies of youth. 
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It is true, that the Society were obliged during the course 
which has just terminated, to make use of some severity ; but 
it was to maintain the discipline of the College, and not to punish 
depravity, that this rigor was exerted. So exemplary during the 
last year, has been the moral Conduct of the Students, that not a 
solitary instance has occurred in which it was necessary to ar- 
raign one of them for an act in itself vicious ; nay, not one of them 
has been seen even lounging in a tavern. 

This thorough reformation incontestibly proves, that Young 
Men are by no means so intractable as some have imagined. Nor, 
where Parents and Guardians have co-operated, have the Society 
experienced any serious difficulty in establishing their authority. 
They never exact anything which can wound the nicest feelings, 
but obedience, where it is necessary, they require to be implicit. 

If this be duly impressed upon the minds of Students before 
they leave home, if they clearly understand that parental anger 
will be the inevitable consequence of Collegiate censures, and 
above all, that expulsion from the University would be a stigma 
nearly indelible, there will be no risk in sending them to this 
Institution. 

When Young Men come with these feelings and prepossession, 
they never fall at once into dissipation ; to correct, therefore, the 
first deviations into vice, and to crush the germ of future mis- 
chief, is the great aim of the Society. By their directions, letters 
are written after each of the public examinations, to the Parent 
or Guardian of every Student at College, informing him, not only 
of the proficiency which his son or ward may have made, but 
also of his habits and deportment so far as it has been practicable 
to ascertain them. In addition to these stated communications, a 
special one is always made by the President, whenever in his 
opinion, the conduct of any Student renders such a step necessary. 
Thus, the powerful influence of parental authority is immediately 
called in, to aid in the correction of the slightest tendency to vice 
which may manifest itself. 

But to supersede, if possible, the necessity of an interference 
on the part of Parents which is always painful, and of a severity 
on the part of the Society which is always disagreeable, and at 
the same time, to give to Virtue, every practicable support, an 
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appeal is made to that high sense of Honor, which is well known 
to characterize the youth of Virginia. On the Saturday subse- 
quent to the opening of the College, the Students are assembled, 
and are required to sign, in the presence of all the Professors, 
and of some of the most respectable Gentlemen of the Town, the 
following declaration, viz : — "We, whose names are hereunto 
subscribed, do acknowledge ourselves to be Students of the 
College of William and Mary, and do consequently promise to 
obey all the regulations passed for the government of the said 
College, and in a more especial manner, each of us does most 
solemnly engage and pledge his word and honor as a gentleman, 
never while he remains a student of the said College, either to 
game in any way or to any amount, or to be in the slightest degree 
intoxicated, or to go into a Tavern without express permission 
from the President, or one of the Professors." 

Such a pledge, it is fondly believed, will not be often violated 
by Virginians, and consequently, that although as has already 
happened, the Society may have to enforce the minor regulations 
of the Institution, moral delinquency in one of their Alumni, they 
will rarely indeed have to mourn and to punish. 

The following is the course of Instruction at present taught 
in the College: 

First Year, — Rhetorick, Belles-Lettres and Moral Philosophy, 
Chemistry, Mathematics, as far as Plane Trigonometry. 

Second Year, — Conclude Mathemathics, Natural Philosophy, 
Metaphysics, Natural and National Law. 

Third Year, — Government and Political Economy. 

This year, Students may, at their election, attend lectures on 
Municipal Law, and in a short time, Lectures on Theology also, 
it is hoped. 

No student can be admitted under 15 years of age. 

In order that Parents may be enabled to judge of the necessary 
expenses at this Institution, the Visitors have to state, that 

Board may be obtained in Town for the Course, at $120 
Washing, fire, &c. are estimated at 40 

Fees to three Professors, 60 

$220 
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Fees to three Professors are mentioned, because Students 
(those who come to hear the Law Lectures excepted,) will be 
required to attend that number for the two first years, unless 
parents write especially to the President on the subject; in no 
case however will Students be allowed to enter a higher class, 
unless they are prepared in the lower branches. Students upon 
their arrival in town are requested to call upon the President, 
and it is particularly desirable that they should be here by the 
1st Monday in November, on which day the College will be 
opened. 

Endorsed — Addresses from the Visitors to the publick. 
July 181 5 

Recorded and Examined. 

Statute of July 6, 1827 

A Statute prescribing the number of classes which each stu- 
dent of this College, shall be required to attend. 

Be it ordained that when a student first enters college, unless 
he be a law student, he must attend the three junior classes ; and 
if he should wish to attend fewer than three classes or should 
desire to attend the senior classes before he enters either of the 
classes he must apply to the faculty who will decide whether it 
be expedient to grant his request. 

Be it further ordained that a student will not be permitted to 
attend a senior class who is not prepared in the necessary pre- 
liminary studies unless his age or other circumstances of much 
weight shall induce the society to depart from this rule. 

Be it further ordained that students in the second year of their 
attendance at college shall attend three classes unless the society 
shall deem it expedient to permit a deviation from that course. 

Be it further ordained that no student, except those whose 
primary object it is to attend the Law class shall be permitted to 
enter the class of natural Philosophy who is not acquainted with 
Plane Geometry, Plane Trigonometry, and simple equations in 
Algebra, unless the society shall deem it expedient to permit a 
deviation from that course. 
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The Statute shall be in force from & after the passage thereof. 
Endorsed — "A Statute prescribing the number of classes which 
each student of the College shall be required to attend." 

6 th July 1827 
passed 

Election of Studies 

I have no objection to my son Thomas boarding out of College 
if he desire it. I wish him to make his own selection of the 
classes in the Inst" 

M. S. Watson 

Jas City Nov 15 th 1834 



